
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo above: Fatuma* feeds 18 month old son Adnan*. 

Fatuma* feeds 18 month old son Adnan*. Fatuma*, 31, is a mother of five living in a village in Sitti Zone, Somali 

Region. She has two sons and three daughters including 18 month old boy Adnan* and seven-year-old girl Amina*. She 

also has a two-year-old donkey called Madelo. 

 

Before the drought Fatuma* had 7 cows. All but one died. She also had 25 goats and sheep, but now only has five 

goats remain. Many of her donkeys died, and she only has one left. 

* after a name indicates that the name has been changed to protect identity.  

 

You can read more about Save the Children’s on going response in Ethiopia in the ‘News from the 

Field’ section of this newsletter (pages 9-10). 
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Introduction  
From Emily Maskell - Head of Community Engagement 

 

Dear Volunteers,  

 

This is my first message of the year and I wanted to start by saying thank you!  We have just had the 

final income figures from last year, and I am delighted to share the news that Community 

Engagement raised £4.6million contributing £3.7 million directly to our work with children - you 

should feel immensely proud of what you have achieved!   

 

This is significantly up on last year, mainly driven from the response that we received to our 

emergency appeals. However, the income Community Engagement raises is predominantly 

unrestricted which allows the organisation to spend it where the need is greatest – this type money 

is so important for the organisation.  Terence Lovell will share the overall fundraising results in the 

updates section of this newsletter, but I wanted to say a personal thank you for all your hard work 

last year!  We are already well into 2016 and I know there are many plans and events underway – 

please do share pictures and stories with us so we can share them in this newsletter! 

 

In case you have not heard I wanted to share the exciting news that the 2016 New Year’s Honours 

list recognised the achievements and service of three extraordinary volunteers; Nanette Craig, 

Sally Coot and Paul Smith.  Nanette, Chair of the Save the Children's Wigtownshire branch in 

Scotland was awarded a BEM (British Empire Medal) for voluntary and charitable services. Sally 

received a BEM for services to fundraising and to the community in Constantine, Cornwall. Paul was 

awarded an OBE for charitable services in Portsmouth, Hampshire.   I am sure you will join me in 

congratulating Nanette, Sally & Paul. 

 

Following his resignation last year, Justin Forsyth left as Chief Executive of Save the Children UK at 

the end of January.   I share the leaving note he wrote for volunteers & staff at the bottom of my 

introduction.  Recruitment for a new Chief Executive is underway.  The recruitment process is being 

led by the Nominations Committee, a sub-committee of our Board of Trustees.  The Nominations 

Committee will make final recommendations on appointment of the Chief Executive to the Board. In 

the interim Tanya Steele (Executive Director, Marketing, Fundraising and Communications) has 

stepped into the Interim Chief Executive role.  Many of you know Tanya well as she has attended 

many volunteer days and events over the years.  I will keep you updated on the recruitment process 

as I know more. 

 

As ever, there are many updates in this edition of the newsletter, don’t feel you must read them all 

but choose the ones of most interest to you. 

 

With thanks and best wishes, Emily 

 

Thank you, From Justin Forsyth 
 

I am writing this on my last day at Save the Children before I take a break before my new challenge.  

Thank you for your many kind messages.  I am sad to be leaving such a great organisation and such a 

talented team but I am very confident about the future of Save the Children under the leadership of 

Peter, Tanya, the Board and the Directors.   

 

I leave with many fond memories of my 5 and ½ years and what we have achieved together.  It is a 

huge privilege to do what we do and have the chance to serve our cause.   

 

The child that moved me most was Umi Abdi. I met Umi a number of times during the terrible 

drought in East Africa in 2011. She was three months old. Our amazing health teams saved her life 
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first at a remote mobile health clinic, then at a hospital. But she sadly died a few years later of 

diarrhoea at the age of two. Her battle as a baby with malnutrition had weakened her and she was 

vulnerable to disease.  I will never forget the telephone call telling me of her death. My young son 

Arthur was only five months old and I was holding him asleep at home when I was told of Umi’s 

tragic death. The injustice of their different life chances couldn’t have been more forcefully brought 

home. For me, Umi is why we exist. Not to just to save a child’s life once or even twice but to 

ensure all children grow up with a chance to fulfil their potential.  To end child deaths.  An ambitious 

goal but, for the first time ever, possible within our lifetime. 

 

Together we have achieved so much during these last few years - please don't ever let anybody tell 

you huge things are impossible.  You have the ambition and the confidence to achieve so much and 

are focused on a worthy goal. I will always be a strong supporter of Save the Children and I look 

forward to watching as the organisation continues to blaze a trail for children in the future.   

 

It just remains for me to say a big thank you for your support, your inspiration and for your 

commitment to our cause over the last five years. 

 

 
 

For Action 
 

Changes to exemption order scheme – all local authorities must be notified of 

planned house to house collections  
 

Under the National Exemption Order (NEO) Scheme, Save the Children volunteers in England, 

Wales and Scotland are able to conduct house to house collections without a pre-arranged license 

during Save the Children Week (which this year takes place between 24-30 April). Currently, 

volunteers in Northern Ireland need to notify their local police 1 month in advance of collections. 

We are working with the team in Northern Ireland to apply for an exemption also. 

 

The Cabinet Office has recently reviewed how this scheme works for England and Wales (Scotland 

will continue with the same process as in 2015) so that they can more efficiently regulate house-to-

house collections in conjunction with local licensing systems. There have been some changes to how 

the scheme operates which we have summarised for you below as some of these changes will 

require action by you or a member of your branch if you have house to house collections planned. 

 

 Local authorities (or in London this will be the Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis 

and the Common Council for the City of London) must be notified of proposed house to 

house collection dates. We have managed, in the last few days, to negotiate informing all 

local authorities of collections for Save the Children week centrally for England, Wales and 

Scotland which we hadn’t previously thought would be possible. 

 Each individual collector (in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) must be issued 

and have in their possession during door-to-door collections: 

o A volunteer badge (can be ordered from CDL – product code STC138225) 

o A certificate of authority (we are currently getting these re designed and they will be 

available via CDL in time to order before Save the Children Week) 

If you are asked for a copy of the indemnity/certificate of exemption (you shouldn’t be but we have 

had some councils request proof in previous years) the Volunteer Support Team can send this to 

you. 
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Updates 
 

2015 Overall fundraising results  
 

From Terence Lovell, Deputy Director of Supporters and Communities (Community Giving and Volunteering) 

 

In addition to the figures Emily shared in her introduction, I am keen to share with you the overall 

financial results of 2015, which I hope you find of interest. 

 

2015 was a monumental year for Save the Children and the results go to prove the huge amount of 

work all of you, our staff and supporters put in to enable us to have even more impact for children.  

It marked the end of our Ambition 2015 targets, including the fundraising target to raise £500m 

between 2012 and 2015.  I am delighted to be able to tell you that we smashed this figure raising 

£518m across the Marketing, Fundraising and communications division.  Below are the details of the 

contribution, which is money we can spend on our work with children.  

 

In 2015 specifically, Marketing, Fundraising and Communications raised £148m income, with a net 

contribution of £107m, which is money we can spend to support children who need our help. I 

thought you would be interested to know a bit more of the detail on how this figure is made up, 

especially since a large proportion was either raised directly by you, our volunteer network, or was 

activity that you supported, contributing to its success. 

 

As a Supporters and Communities team, collectively we raised a staggering £83million, going to 

£96m including DEC income.  Our combined contribution is almost £79m which we can 

spend on our work with children. 

 

I am pleased to see that the income raised by the Community Engagement team is £1.9 

million up on the prior year and has raised £4.6m, with a contribution of almost £3.7m.  Text Santa 

and Christmas Jumper Day, along with the launch of Den Day has also enabled the Fundraising 

Campaigns Team to be £2.1m up on prior year, raising £4.7m with a contribution of over 

£3.1m thank you for your continued support of these campaigns, the profile you help raise locally for 

this activity plays a vital part in their success.  Our Challenge Events team has also seen an increase 

in income for like for like events of 26%. 

 

We also anticipate that overall the Text Santa appeal is likely to amount to £12million across the 

charities.  It has already raised over £11milion and fundraising income is still coming in. 

 

There is no doubt that the Refugee Crisis appeal played a significant role in our results and it is clear 

that Save the Children being front and centre in the discussion has enabled greater levels of 

spontaneous awareness and support. 

 

Thank you again for all your hard work and congratulations on this staggering result – here is to an 

exciting 2016! 

 

 

Global campaign update 
 

FROM NO CHILD BORN TO DIE…In 2011 we launched a five year campaign with huge 

ambitions –to save 15 million children’s lives by making sure that every child has access to the basic 

life-saving healthcare that many of us take for granted.  
 

Over the past five years, 83,000 supporters from communities all over the UK took action as part of 

the campaign, helping to avert millions of deaths. Amongst other things, you helped us to get world 

leaders to fund life-saving vaccinations and malnutrition treatment, that saved around 6 million 

children’s lives. 
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Thanks to the commitment of Save the Children volunteers & supporters all over the country, world 

leaders have taken decisions that will save millions of children’s lives. Thank you for your support. 

 

To show you what you and supporters across the country helped make possible, we have created an 

online story board which demonstrates the achievements made throughout the campaign.  You can 

see this online at: http://stories.savethechildren.org.uk/no-child-born-to-die 

 

But here are just some of the campaign’s successes: 

 

 world leaders agreed to spend £3 billion on immunisation programmes that could save 4 

million lives 

 world leaders announced at the World Summit conference that they’d give £2.7 billion to 

fight hunger and malnutrition in 20 of the world’s poorest countries, saving almost 2 million 

lives by 2020 

 In 2015 world leaders were meeting to agree the Global Goals for the next 15 years.  

Thanks to everyone that raised their voice as part of Action2015, they agreed to set a goal 

to give every child essential access to healthcare – no matter where they live or who their 

parents are. 

 

…TO EVERY LAST CHILD.  Thanks to your help, we’ve made incredible progress so far. Since 

1990, we’ve halved the number of children dying before they’re five, and we halved the number of 

children out of school.  

 

But there’s a problem - not everyone is benefiting equally. Millions of children are being left behind - 

children you never see or hear from. Ignored, desperately poor, left behind. They go without basic 

things every child should have – healthy food, the chance to see a doctor or a nurse when they’re ill, 

the chance to learn to read and write, and the chance to decide their own future.  

 

No child should be left behind because they’re a girl, because they live in the ‘wrong’ place or belong 

to a minority ethnic group, because they have a disability, or because poverty or conflict has left 

them without a home. 

 

On the 26 April 2016 Save the Children will launch our new global campaign ‘Every Last Child’.  The 

three year campaign aims to reach 15 million children ensuring they have access to essential 

healthcare and an education.  It will focus on reaching the hardest to reach children; children who 

have been excluded - whether because of ethnicity, gender, poverty, where they live, disability, and 

many other causes which result in them not being able to access life-saving healthcare or go to 

school.  

 

We will write to you again in March to update you on the campaign, giving you more information on 

the campaign goals, how you can get involved and the tools available to you to help promote the 

campaign within your local community. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact the Volunteer Support Team. 

 

Centenary planning update, From Terence Lovell  
 

Following on from John Roberts and Emily Maskell’s previous update, I wanted to take this 

opportunity to update you on the progress we have made with the planning for Save the Children’s 

centenary celebrations in 2019.   

 

Save the Children has achieved so much for children in its 100 year history – the centenary presents 

a great opportunity to celebrate these successes and thank all those that have made it possible.  As 

well as celebrating, the occasion gives us an opportunity to raise awareness of what we want to 

achieve for children over the next 100 years. 

http://stories.savethechildren.org.uk/no-child-born-to-die
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Planning groups at Director Level are already underway not just here in the UK but across the Save 

the Children movement.  Tanya Steele (Interim CEO) and Alan Parker (Chair of the Board of 

Trustees for Save International) are assessing how we plan and implement activity across all Save the 

Children members to ensure global activity is suitable for supporters in all the countries we work so 

it has the greatest reach and impact possible.  It is also really important for us to hear from 

volunteers and ensure that you are involved in our planning, and this is very much on our radar. 

 

To give you a steer as to areas and activities that we are exploring, I wanted to share with you some 

of the ideas that are being discussed as part of our planning group here in the UK.  It is important 

that I point out that none of these are confirmed yet; we are very much at the scoping, ideas stage 

but I wanted to share with you some of the discussions we have had to date. Some of the ideas 

being investigated have come directly from volunteers, so thank you to everyone who has inputted 

so far.   

 

Please do not share any of the ideas shared below outside of your volunteer network as these are all 

being assessed to ensure the viability and not all will happen. 

 

Building stories of what has been accomplished for children and a celebration of what 

volunteers, supporters, staff and beneficiaries have achieved 

 

 Events 

 Regional celebration events to thank volunteers both past and present 

 Exploring the potential of hiring the Albert Hall to host a celebration event 

 We are in discussions with the Princess Royal’s office on ways she can support the centenary       

events throughout the year  

 

Fundraising Opportunities/partnerships being explored currently  

 

 Launch of Global Philanthropy Fundraising Appeal including consideration of 100 club type 

exclusive fundraising group 

 Partnerships with key events and business with significant alignment with 1919 e.g. the 2019 

Cricket World Cup – which will be hosted by England and Wales, from 30 May to 15 July 2019, 

Tesco Supermarket who also celebrate their centenary in 2019  

 Royal Mail – centenary stamp 

 

These are just a few of the  ideas being discussed, if we are to succeed in any of these we need to 

work really hard to build relationships, recognising that we will not secure all of our ambitions, but 

striving to achieve as much as possible.  We also need to ensure the opportunities we pursue deliver 

for us, be that income, profile raising or impact for children.   

Inspiring Leaders  

 Bringing together leaders, potentially aligned with a children’s convention, identifying what 

children want and need and furthering our agenda to support children 

Publications/Content 

 

 Exploring how we make use of the amazing content, stories, photos and anecdotes from our 

past 100 years. 

 

We are now in a position that we would welcome any ideas that you may have on the Centenary 

celebrations. John Roberts, Chair of the Community Volunteers Group (CVG) & Emily Maskell, 

Head of Community Engagement, will be the link between Community Engagement and the wider 

centenary plans and are keen to hear from as many volunteers as possible - whether it’s an idea for 
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how we mark the centenary across the UK or ideas on how you mark the occasion in your local 

community.   

 

Please share any ideas you have with the Volunteer Support Team, they will log them and share with 

John and Emily so that they can include them in the planning discussions.  If possible it would be 

great if you could email your thoughts and ideas to Volunteersupport@savethechildren.org.uk  

 

We will keep you updated on how these plans develop through this newsletter but in the meantime 

if you have any questions please do speak with your Community Volunteer Manager or Volunteer 

Support Team. 

 

With thanks and best wishes, Terence 

 

Den Day 2016 
 

Last year Den Day was a huge success - we engaged over half a million children and raised over 

£240,000.  You played an important role in its success promoting the event within your local 

community. 

Following feedback received from participants, we have changed the duration and timing of Den Day 

this year.  Instead of running over a week period, this year Den Day is taking place on the 17th & 18th 
June, with schools taking part on the Friday and families on the Saturday. 

Participants can already sign up to Den Day at denday.org and we have already seen both schools 

and families signing up to take part, we currently have 1,142 schools and 137 families that have 

signed up. 

 

When participants sign up they will receive a fundraising Toolkit.  We have two versions of this 

toolkit; one for schools which contains a variety of lesson plans and other resources to help their 

fundraising (this will be available via the Volunteer Support Team at the end of February) and 

another aimed at families which contains fundraising ideas and resources (which will be available 

from Volunteer Support from mid-April). 

We are also printing some A5 leaflets to help you promote Den Day at other events you hold.  

These will be ready by the end of March and will be available via the Volunteer Support Team. 

Look out in the next newsletter for further updates on this year’s Den Day, in the meantime if you 
have any questions please contact the Volunteer Support Team.  

The next step on the Read On. Get On. journey – quality nursery education 
 

Our Read On. Get On. campaign aims to make sure no child in 

the UK leaves primary school unable to read well. 

 

In 2016 our focus is to get the best quality nurseries. We want 

all children in the UK to get the best start in life, but especially 

the poorest.  

 

Right now, our poorest children are falling behind their peers before they even start school. If a child 

starts school already behind, they’re more likely to leave school unable to read well.  

 

That's why this year's Read On. Get On. campaign is pushing to get our government to invest in 

nurseries so children get the best start in life. We want the UK government to make sure there's an 

early year’s teacher leading every nursery by 2020, by investing in early year’s education in the 2017 

budget.   You can sign our petition at http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/reading 

 

mailto:Volunteersupport@savethechildren.org.uk
file://///uk.sc.local/data/FARR/users/COrgan/denday.org
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/reading
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This month, we’re working with Channel 4’s ‘The Secret Lives of 4 Year Olds’ and University 

College London to show how active a child’s brain is when they’re three, four and five years old. 

We're also re-creating a nursery in Parliament and tens of community champion volunteers are 

visiting their local MPs.  

 

If you would like more information on the campaign, please contact the Volunteer Support Team. 

 

Update Save the Children Corporate partnerships 
 

We have a brand new partnership with the Build a Bear 

Workshop! Since the beginning of the year, all 60 build a Bear 

stores across the UK have been selling a Save the Children red 

heart that customers can put inside their bears.  

 

All proceeds from the sales of the heart, along with any donations 

collected at the till, will go to our Journey of Hope UK Programme.  

The Journey of Hope program began in 2007, in post-Katrina New Orleans, when Save the 

Children developed a child-informed, strengths-based program to support childhood resilience.  

The Journey of Hope program has since been delivered to more than 85,000 children. Journey of 

Hope helps children and adults cope with traumatic events, develop their natural resiliency and 
strengthen their social support networks. 

The money raised will go to a programme focused on our emergency work in the UK and is centred 

on an 8 week school-based programme that teaches children to cope with the traumatic events they 

have encountered, building natural resiliency and strengthening their social support networks.  

 

Thank you to the Sunday Times and their readers who raised a fantastic £1.1 million for the Syria 

Crisis Appeal over Christmas as part of their charity newspaper appeal. Our partner, Pearson, the 

world’s largest education company, generously donated £100,000 to launch the Appeal. That brings 

the total raised over the last three years to £3 million!   All funds raised are getting to work helping 

projects that support education, as well as getting food, safe water, medicine, protection and shelter 

to children in Syria and the surrounding region.  

 

 
 

News from the Field 
 

Syria - fifth anniversary of the conflict 
 

March marks the fifth anniversary since the conflict in Syria began. Over the past five years, 

thousands of people have lost their lives, millions have been forced from their homes and children 

have watched their futures disappear before their eyes. 

 

Schools inside Syria remain under attack. There has never been a more dangerous time for Syrian 

children to access education, with at least a quarter of schools across the country damaged, 

destroyed, or occupied by soldiers for strategic military purposes. Some reports estimate that the 

proportion of Syrian schools still under attack in areas of active conflict is as much as 64 per cent. 

 

Since the start of the Syria response, Save the Children International (SCI) has reached over 30,000 

students and approximately one thousand volunteer teachers. Currently we support 58 schools, 

directly and through local partners, making SCI the largest humanitarian organisation supporting 

education in northern Syria. Our programmes focus on the provision of basic education services, as 

well as specific adolescent projects with a special focus on conflict-sensitive education and child 

wellbeing. Support to schools includes rehabilitating damaged buildings, providing educational 
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Hiwot, pictured with her child, Eyob Kalay, receiving a 

vaccination at a health centre. These health interventions 

are supported by Save the Children and ECHO as part of 

the Resilience Building Project in the Afar Region of 

Ethiopia. This project aims to build resilience in drought 

prone and chronically food insecure communities through 

programmes in health, nutrition, livelihoods, water, and 

sanitation. 

materials, training and supporting teachers, and working with communities to ensure the safety of 

children while in school. 
 

 
Photographer's Credit: Ahmad Baroudi/Save the Children 

About two years ago, Maha’s (pictured on the left) 

neighbourhood was bombed. Miraculously she and her 

family survived, but that night they left their hometown 

and have never been able to return.  

 

Once Maha’s family had settled in a new village she started 

going school there, but then it was also bombed. 

Fortunately the attack happened half an hour after the 

children had left for the day and no one was killed. The 

school was repaired by Save the Children, but it was 

attacked twice again after that and is no longer safe for use. 

 

Maha is very sad because she believes that if she doesn’t regularly go to school she will not be able 

to go to university and become a doctor like her aunt, she will not be able to build the house she 

longs for, and she will not be able to fulfil her dreams. 

 

Thank you for all you have done to support our appeal so far.  If you would like further information 

on our work in Syria, please contact the Volunteer Support Team who can provide you with up to 

date briefing sheets. 

 

Ethiopia – Food Crisis Appeal 
 

Millions of children are at risk of going 

hungry as a result of the severe and growing 

food crisis in Ethiopia. Brought on by an 

uncharacteristically strong drought across 

normally green and productive regions, the 

country is experiencing its worst natural 

disaster in 50 years.    

We have worked in Ethiopia since the 

1930s and have been on the ground helping 

families survive every drought since the 70s. 

Today, we are responding in over 70% of 

the worst-affected districts – more than any 

other NGO – providing food, water, 

medicine and other life-saving programmes 

to affected communities.   

In addition to our life-saving work, we are 

investing in building the resilience of 

communities in drought-prone areas, 

through programmes that mitigate the 

effects of drought and enable families to 

cope better and recover faster. We often 

refer to this work as ‘Disaster Risk 

Reduction’ activities.  

 

In Ethiopia, we are directly supporting the ‘Productive Safety Net Programme’ which in total reaches 

over 12 million chronically food insecure people through asset protection mechanisms that build 

their ability to cope with extreme shocks such as this drought. We have also been involved in food 

security information systems since the early 1970s – to ensure we are aware of upcoming food 

security crises across the country. 
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Moreover, by supporting pastoral communities to support themselves with activities which bolster 

their livelihoods, they are better able to withstand future environmental shocks like future droughts. 

Save the Children works with the Government of Ethiopia and other NGOs to implement a food 

security programme, which involves supporting extremely vulnerable people and assist them out of 

cycles of poverty. With this support, they can afford to buy food in times of desperate need, without 

selling out their assets such as livestock on which they rely to earn a living. 

 

If you would like further information on our work in Ethiopia, please contact the Volunteer Support 

Team who can provide you with up to date briefing sheets. 

 

 
 

Volunteer News 
Tom Bryan (on the left in the picture below has secured 

a place in this year’s Virgin Money London Marathon 

where he will be running for Save the Children. 

 
Tom (26) works as business development manager UK 

services for Dixons Carphone at their London head 

office.  His roots lie in Leicestershire where his parents 

are members of the Loughborough and the Wolds 

Volunteer Branch.  Tom’s aim is to raise over £1,800 

in his Marathon bid and to help him on the way a Boden 

party was held last week at his parents’ Rempstone 

home.  With money still coming in the event has already raised over £700.   

 

This year the London Marathon which is being held on April 24th and   now in its 35th year will 

mark a major milestone when its millionth runner crosses the line. 

 Fingers crossed it will be Tom Bryan who will be cheered all the 

way by family friends and Save the Children supporters! 

 

 

Pictured on the left is Frances Seth, Preston Branch accepting a 

cheque for £5949.48, received from Tauheedul Islam Girls High 

School who had fundraised for the Child Refugee Crisis.  Frances 

had talked to the School about the refugee crisis in early 

December and inspired them to support the Save the Children 

appeal. 

 

 

 

Hazel and Gabby welcomed friends to their Cards & Cake event 

in Marlborough in aid of Save the Children. Hazel made pretty 

cupcakes and Gabby had a book stall and they sold Christmas 

cards. They raised a brilliant £305!  

 

 

 

Please continue to share your news and photos with 

the Volunteer Support Team so we can feature a 

selection in the next edition of the newsletter! 
 


