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VANUATU CYCLONE: A DISASTER OF ENORMOUS SCALE 

HOW AN ALLOCATION FROM THE CHILDREN’S EMERGENCY FUND IS HELPING US RESPOND WITHIN 
HOURS OF THE STORM STRIKING 

Tropical Cyclone Pam hit the tiny Pacific island nation of Vanuatu on 

Friday 13 March, destroying houses, uprooting trees, bringing down 

communications and leaving devastation in its wake. The United Nations 
have called the storm one of the worst disasters ever to hit the Pacific 

region.  

The storm hit populated areas of the country, affecting more than 260,000 
people. With deaths reported in both the capital city, Port Vila, and in the 

north of the country, the true extent of the loss of life is likely to be even 

higher, with many of the low-lying coastal communities scattered across 

the nation’s many small islands as yet unreached. While many of the main 
roads have now been cleared, there’s still limited access to these coastal 

communities, which consist mainly of poorly constructed housing and are 

vulnerable to sea swells. We’re doing everything we can to reach 

these communities and get them the help they need. 

Hundreds of people who’ve lost their homes are now staying in 

emergency shelters, and families who rely on agriculture have lost their 

farms, leaving many at risk of food shortages. Men, women and children 

are having to sleep in close quarters, exposing them to risk and health 
issues. Schools are being used as shelters, meaning children have no spaces 

in which to learn.  

Despite existing shelters being woefully inadequate for long-term 

accommodation, most of these vulnerable families have nowhere else to 
go. And now a second cyclone, Nathan, is approaching the region, 

expected to hit Vanuatu in the next few days.  

We’ve worked in Vanuatu for over 25 years and we were on the ground before Cyclone Pam even hit, helping 
families prepare. Our staff went door to door in the days leading up to the storm, urging residents to move to safe 

buildings. We visited planned shelter locations to advise staff on how to prepare, including stockpiling water, food and 

supplies, appropriately covering windows, and ensuring adequate toilet facilities were available. Now that the storm has 

passed, we’re starting to assess the damage and we’re already responding to the needs of those whose lives have 
been devastated. 

 

OUR RESPONSE: THE CHILDREN’S EMERGENCY FUND IN ACTION 

Despite still not knowing the full extent of the damage, we knew the need would be great and within hours we’d sent and 

initial allocation of US$100,000 to Vanuatu straight from our Children’s Emergency Fund. These funds are allowing us to 

deploy extra staff to the region, start to assess what help is needed, 

and begin stockpiling emergency supplies. 

Having the Children’s Emergency Fund available is a life-saving 

resource, which allows our teams to respond to disasters such as 

Cyclone Pam as soon as they happen. By donating to the Fund, 
you’re providing an accessible, flexible resource that we can 

draw on as and when emergency needs occur: as the situation 

in Vanuatu becomes clearer and we determine how we must respond, 

the Children’s Emergency Fund will be there to cover the costs.  

As well as working hard to reach vulnerable coastal communities, 

we’re already responding in Port Vila. We’re visiting shelters to assess 

the needs and determine how we can help families keep healthy, safe 

and access enough food. In the coming days and weeks we’ll be helping 
those affected by providing clean drinking water, distributing vital 

household and hygiene items and ensuring children are kept safe.  
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A household in Port Vila lies in ruins after 

suffering the impact of Tropical Cyclone Pam 

Karina, from the tiny village of Pango, arranges 

flowers for the evacuation centre she is living in the 

day after Cyclone Pam devastated her home. 
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HOW A DONATION TO OUR CHILDREN’S EMERGENCY FUND COULD HELP  

 £7.60 could supply tarpaulin to a family whose home has 
been damaged or destroyed, helping them protect 

themselves from the elements. 

 £25 could purchase a kitchen set to help a family to prepare 
food, cook and eat hygienically. The kit contains vital items 
such as pots, cutlery, mugs and plates.  

 £50 could provide a household kit to a family who’ve lost 
their home, containing essential supplies including 

mattresses, blankets, and jerry cans for storing and 

transporting clean water. 

 

 

Vanuatu lies in ruins, and the recovery will be long. The Children’s Emergency Fund will ensure that we’re able to remain 

in the country and continue providing life-saving aid to those affected for as long as it takes. 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE CHILDREN’S EMERGENCY 
FUND AND THE PEOPLE OF VANUATU 

 

 

Damage and destruction in Vanuatu following Tropical Cyclone Pam 
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Ni-Vanuatu children play, wearing traditional dress 


